Shared Memories of the St. Luke Sanctuary

As the congregation gives thanks and looks forward to the sanctuary renovation project, many members are sharing their memories of special events and moments in the St. Luke sanctuary.  Here are some of their thoughts:

Sandy Zeles:  One of my fondest memories is when the choir donned new choir robes, which were kept a surprise from Rosie (RoseMary Jandes, long-time church organist).  She kept wondering why we weren’t in place as service was about to start. The expression of joy and look on her face as we came in was priceless.

Mary Easton:  In the late 70s or early 80s, we had a Sunday evening service for couples to renew their wedding vows, followed by a reception.  There were lots of stories about how couples had met.  Did you know that Howie and Dorothy Haberberger eloped?

Susanne Grady:  Twenty or 30 years ago, we used to have a Celebration Choir. Families would sing together with lit candles.  On one of those occasions, a singer's hair caught fire!  But all was well -- especially since we had the fountain!

Nancy Douwsma:  The first Sunday we attended St. Luke there were quadruplets baptized!  I remember the sponsors carrying them down the aisles of the sanctuary.  What a sight!  All those babies!

Cal Christy:  About 18 years ago on Howard Milkman's first Palm Sunday, a truck pulled up and let a donkey out to use as part of the service.  Problem was we couldn't get it to come down the hall and into the sanctuary.  Someone found some carrots and I fed it carrots to get it to the sanctuary – it even chomped on my thumb.  It finally moved, but it was the last time we had a donkey in the sanctuary!
The Sattler Family:  My husband, Eric Sattler, actually introduced me to St. Luke.  He grew up on Lindley, which is one block just to the east of our church.  He walked with his mother to services, sang in the children's choir and did communion here.  He has fond memories of Pastor Ken and going to a synagogue “right down the street on Highland Avenue,” which we know as Etz Chaim.  He felt a spiritual connection with St. Luke that remains firmly embedded in his memory bank to this day.  A church is a home.  It was important that when we could no longer attend our last parish that we find a new home, a good home that would understand the essence of “giving”.  I walked into St. Luke one sunny Sunday morning and discovered Howard.  A man who looked like a rabbi hugging parishioners as they exited the sanctuary.  That was an unusual sight and one never experienced before.  At that point, I returned home to admit that my husband was “right” and St. Luke was to be our new home. As we undergo the renovation project, we cherish the world that once was and embrace the world that will be.  We are creating new memories for the generations that will follow.  

Will Thomen:  I appreciate all the different types of services we’ve been willing to try and that we’ve had in our sanctuary.  A few that stand out --- the banner service, a Presbyterian tradition; Rose Taul’s poetry and meditations; and the service to honor the music of Mary Bittner, “Water from the Rock.”

Cullen Kline:  This sanctuary has a lot of history for me.  My family was here from the beginning – some of the founding members.  I remember marching from Highland School to the new building.  I was a member of the Cherub Choir, the Carol Choir….my Dad was Clerk of Session.  In the 1980s, my daughter was born and she was the first baptism that Howard Milkman performed.  And when I married Sandy, it was the last marriage Howard performed.

Deb Cebold:  I remember coming into the sanctuary for the very first time as a visitor.  My kids were 18 months and 3, and we sat up in the second row.  I remember looking around and thinking, “There aren’t any other kids here.”  So I struggled to keep my kids quiet for the service. Then I learned after church that the kids went straight to Sunday School in those days!  I enjoy having the kids with us in the sanctuary for the start of service now.

Kathy Zeles:  I remember one of the Youth Sundays where they had a Jeopardy skit, it was hilarious!  And then there was the time that Howard how everyone write down their New Year’s resolutions and then burn them in a gold pot that caught fire and burned a hole in the carpet up front.  You can still see where it was replaced.

Fred Moszur:  I’ve been a member for more than 30 years, so I’ve spent half my life here in this sanctuary.  I remember a guest preacher one summer when Howard was on vacation that ran a camp in Pennsylvania and talked about their work with youth.  It was after that service that I approached David Molnar and asked if I could help with Club Luke, and I’ve been doing that ever since.  Two words come to mind when I think about St. Luke and this sanctuary – participation and exhilaration.  I remember VBS here, Youth Sundays, meaningful services, the time it flooded, the time we had no electricity.  We come to the sanctuary to receive inspiration and comfort.  But it’s also important to remember that what we do outside these walls is more important than what we do inside our walls.

Dee Wyman:  I remember the special service we had for Rosie (RoseMary Jandes) when she retired.  We had it planned as a surprise and she was supposed to arrive late, which was really hard to do, but we pulled it off and it was a very special day.  I also remember about three years ago when we played and sang the music of Donald Drew, and he, his sister and several special guests were here for it. 

Al Baldwin:  We’ve been members for 40 years.  We’ve witnessed probably a hundred baptisms.  I remember how the sanctuary used to be decorated with aqua chairs – reminiscent of the 50s.  What we have today was a vast improvement over that, and when we have our new sanctuary, we will see a huge improvement again.
